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D

H O W ’ S  Y O U R  W O R S H I P ?

eep down, we all crave amazing, powerful,

authentic, life-altering worship. We want to

worship fully and completely with our entire being. We seek

to lose ourselves in worship that is truly greater than

ourselves.

But, if you’re anything like me, worship is fickle. Sometimes

it’s really good. Most of the time it’s sort of blah.

You might go through long periods of empty worship and

then have one amazing Sunday morning. But it seems impos-

sible to return to that worshipful aliveness later on.

I confess that all too often I see God as barely bigger than I

am. In my busy life, I don’t devote enough focus on who He

really is. So I treat Him like everyone else and everything else

around me.

When I need something, I ask.

When He does something nice, I say thank you.

1



The rest of the time, He’s just part of the

background.

And so I struggle to find worship that I think is real and

authentic.

If you can relate to any of that, then this book is for you.

Jesus is the object of our worship. Who He is

should dictate what our worship is like. Too often I see Him

as an unremarkable part of my daily life. In the pages of the

Bible we see Him revealed as so much more.

If we could see Him the way He truly is, I mean really rest in

that vision of Him, our worship would never be the same

again. It would be transformed, uplifted and revitalized.

Sometimes we need a reminder of what we already know.

This book looks at four biblical snapshots of Jesus that will

blow up the way we think about Him today. You’ll probably

find the passages familiar. But the picture of Jesus they paint

is probably completely different than how you see Him or

think of Him right now.

How we see Jesus has everything to do with how we

worship Him.

If you want a new kind of worship, you need a

new kind of eyes. Biblical eyes. Spiritual eyes. Eyes that see

Him how He truly is.

DENNIS C STEVENSON JR
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Embrace these four visions. Soak them up. They will change

not only how you see Jesus, whom you worship, but they will

change how you see yourself in relationship to Him.

At the end of this book, I have some practical “so what”

applications. I want to challenge you to do something with

your worship. To help you with that, I’ve developed a

worship resource that summarizes this new vision of Jesus

and the actions you can take. You can download it here from

my website and use it to shape your own worship:

https://www.dennis-stevenson.com/worship/

So read on. Good things are in store.

JESUS ABOVE ALL
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H I G H  A N D  L I F T E D  U P

ISAIAH 6:1-5

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord

sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the

train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the

seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered

his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with

two he flew. And one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole

earth is full of his glory!”

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the

voice of him who called, and the house was filled with

smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am

a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a

people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King,

the LORD of hosts!”
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D o you ever wonder what it’s like in Heaven? Have

you ever imagined what it might look like to see

God seated in power on His throne?

Isaiah had that experience. In a vision, God gave him a

glimpse of His throne. It was so dramatic, the Holy Spirit

directed him to write it down so we could get a small picture

of what it was like.

Isaiah was no stranger to pomp and circumstance. He lived in

a time and a place where kings were a real thing. They loved

to show off the glory of their person and their kingdom.

Isaiah came from a noble family. He had access to the royal

court. He saw the way that the kings of Judah celebrated

their power and glory. He knew what showing off looked like.

Despite this background, Isaiah was completely unprepared

for God’s glory when he finally encountered it firsthand.

Isaiah’s vision paints a picture of an experience that can

barely begin to be described in words. It must have been

overwhelming for him at the moment. And this was just a

vision. Surely it was toned down to fit into Isaiah’s frame of

reference.

The Bible tells us “No one has ever seen God; the only God,

who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.” When

we look at God, we see Jesus. He is the visible representation

of God to us.

When Isaiah speaks of God on the throne, he is describing a

vision of Jesus. This is not the carpenter from Nazareth that

we are familiar with in the Gospels. This is Jesus in all His

power and glory. This is Jesus before He voluntarily “emptied

Himself” of His divine attributes. This is Jesus as pure and

undiluted as a human vision could bear.

DENNIS C STEVENSON JR
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Isaiah saw Jesus seated on an elevated throne. Jesus would

have been looking down over the entire area. He was the

dominant person in the room. All eyes would be drawn to

look only upon Him.

Height matters. It demands attention. It sets apart. It makes

the exalted one appear big and makes the observer appear

small. In the case of Isaiah’s vision, the symbolism expressed

the reality. We have an image of Jesus dominating the situa-

tion, towering over us as observers.

Isaiah noticed Jesus’ attire. He wore robes that flowed off His

body, onto the floor and filled the space. The robes He wore

shouted of His grandeur and magnificence. They didn’t

merely reach the floor, they covered the entire floor. They

filled the space around the throne.

Appropriately, the vision occurred in the Temple, the one

place on earth where God met with humans. Isaiah would

have been very familiar with the Temple. Solomon’s Temple

was as grand a building as the wealthiest man on the earth

could build.

Yet when Jesus sat on His throne in the Temple, the building

barely receives a mention. Jesus filled it up with His presence

and His glory. Isaiah didn’t notice the beautiful pomegranate

carvings or the fortune of gold inlay. His eyes were drawn to

Jesus and Jesus only.

It is common to think of royalty being announced by a

fanfare of trumpets. The music fills the ears of all who are

present and focuses attention on the person being

announced. In Isaiah’s vision, Jesus was not heralded by a

fanfare of trumpets, but by amazing creatures who continu-

ously declared His glory.

JESUS ABOVE ALL

7



The Seraphim were high ranking angels, who did nothing but

fly around His throne and speak the unavoidable truth of His

holiness. Even with their individual power and rank, these

creatures could not bear to look upon the God of the universe

but covered their heads and feet in recognition of their abso-

lute inferiority to the One whom they praised.

Isaiah tells us that the seraphim spoke with such a powerful

voice that it shook the foundations of the temple.

This was not a background sound like the soundtrack of a

movie intended to convey a sense of atmosphere. The praise

of God filled the ears of everyone who came near. It drowned

out any opportunity for lesser conversation.

Isaiah described the temple as filled with smoke. In 1 Kings

8:10-11 when the Temple was dedicated, the Glory of the

Lord filled it like a cloud. When the Hebrews fled Egypt, the

presence of God was expressed as a pillar of cloud during the

day. Here, Isaiah sees God’s glory made visible as smoke.

While it does not obscure his vision of God on the throne, he

is aware of the way that God completely fills the space.

Isaiah’s vision described an assault on the senses that can

barely be contained.

His eyes were captured by the image of Jesus high on

the throne, regally adorned with robes of glory.

He ears were deafened by the thunderous declaration

of God’s holiness.

His nose was filled with the smell of the smoke that

filled the room.

His entire body was shaken along with the

foundations of the temple.

DENNIS C STEVENSON JR
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Isaiah did not see the image of a meek or passive deity. He

experienced God Almighty in all of his overwhelming glory

and power.

Take a moment to read those verses again. In your mind’s

eye, imagine the experience Isaiah described.

Amazing, isn’t it?

We have nothing in our world to compare with that vision.

That’s because there is no person or any thing like our God.

He is utterly unique in His power and glory.

Isaiah got the picture pretty quickly. His response to this

vision indicates that he comprehended what was happening.

“Woe is me!” Isaiah understood that he did not belong in

that picture. His life was not up to the level of holiness

necessary to be included in the scene. Merely his association

with the rebellious people of Judah was enough to disqualify

him from any standing in the presence of God.

Let’s stop here for a moment to consider.

Isaiah painted a picture for us of what God is like. Simply

sitting on His throne, God is far above and beyond us. His

power and His glory are palpable. We can’t ignore or get

away from His greatness. It surrounds us, pressing in on us

demanding that we acknowledge it.

Our story, our agenda, our plans… none of them matter

when brought into the presence of God Almighty. Like the

Seraphim, we are drawn to declare the greatness of His glory.

There is neither time nor breath to spend on anything else.

Isaiah’s vision allows us to glimpse God’s greatness and glory

in a way that is almost physical. He shows us a God who

demands that we acknowledge His glory. It’s not an unrea-

JESUS ABOVE ALL
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sonable demand. It’s not egocentric, asking for something

that’s not deserved.

God demands that we acknowledge Him for who He actually

is. He will not accept being made less than the fullness of His

glory. He will not tolerate any response from us which

denies, minimizes or trivializes His character.

Fortunately for Isaiah, and for us, the story doesn’t end there.

Despite his unworthiness before God, one of the Seraphim

took a coal from the altar and purified his lips. Isaiah was

made righteous and was therefore able to stand in the pres-

ence of God

Isaiah’s purification experience tells the story of the gospel.

There is nothing we can do to become worthy of God. Only

through His gracious gift of righteousness can we stand

before Him. And since sin cannot go unpunished before a

holy God, only Jesus was able to pay the full price.

Even as the forgiven and the redeemed, having the right of

access to the throne room of God, the reality, character, and

experience of God are not changed from Isaiah’s vision. The

seraphim still stand above His throne proclaiming His great-

ness and holiness. He is still exalted and completely fills the

space.

Do you live your life in the shadow of this knowledge? On a

daily basis do you meditate on the truth of God’s greatness

and glory? Are you aware of your response to Him?

DENNIS C STEVENSON JR
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W E  F A L L  D O W N

REVELATION 4:2-6 ,  8-11

At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood

in heaven, with one seated on the throne. And he who

sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian,

and around the throne was a rainbow that had the

appearance of an emerald. Around the throne were

twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were

twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with

golden crowns on their heads. From the throne came

flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of

thunder, and before the throne were burning seven

torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, and

before the throne, there was as it were a sea of glass,

like crystal.

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are

four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind.

And the four living creatures, each of them with six

wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day

and night they never cease to say,
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“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was

and is and is to come!”

And whenever the living creatures give glory and

honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne,

who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall

down before him who is seated on the throne and

worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast

their crowns before the throne, saying,

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory

and honor and power, for you created all things, and

by your will, they existed and were created.”

ave you ever done something difficult, and when

it was over, said to yourself, “Whew! I’m glad

that’s done.” Do you think the best part of any activity is the

part when it’s over and you can check it off your list?

While the apostle John was imprisoned on the island of

Patmos, he also had a vision of God on His throne. In many

ways, his vision was similar to that of Isaiah. But from John’s

vision, we gain additional perspective that is both helpful and

challenging.

As with Isaiah, John saw a Person seated on a throne. From

the description, we learn that this is not an ordinary mortal.

Described in terms of luminous gems and a rainbow of

refracted light, this person was easily identified as Jesus.

The throne itself was a seat of tremendous power. Out of it

came flashes of lightning and sounds of thunder. It’s almost

as if a great storm was contained within the throne – or

sitting upon it.

DENNIS C STEVENSON JR
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John’s vision also included a description of the Seraphim.

While he does not use the same name, we see enough simi-

larity in their six wings and the hymn of praise they offer.

Their refrain continued to proclaim God’s holiness and His

eternal character.

Unique to John’s vision is the description of twenty-four

lesser thrones. These thrones were arrayed around the main

throne of God. None of these thrones could be said to be

cloaked in any glory like God’s throne. They appeared to be

in attendance upon God in His glory.

The occupants of these thrones were described as human

beings. John used the term “elder” to indicate that they were

humans of great prestige and honor. In their own right,

among humans, they would be worthy of some level of

respect and honor. However, in the presence of God, they

were simply referred to as elders.

In their number, the elders symbolically represented many

people. It’s not as if there was just one elder as the represen-

tative of one group of people. Here we have many elders,

possessing honor for many different reasons.

White robes indicate that the elders had a permanent place in

the throne room. They represented redeemed, purified people

declared righteous by God. In this fashion, they seemed to

pick up where Isaiah left off. Their role was not to come to

the throne to receive an assignment but to remain before the

throne.

The elders, however, had a specific function in this vision.

While they were identified with an elevated title, their

purpose did not seem to be related to their status. They did

nothing that set them apart from or above anyone else.

JESUS ABOVE ALL
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Each of the elders wore a golden crown upon their head.

Crowns often symbolized power and authority. This was

consistent with the title of elder. As such, the crowns

appeared to represent the honor and prestige of each elder.

Throughout John’s vision, the focus was not placed on the

Person on the throne of God. Apart from giving a description

that identifies Him as God, John shifted his focus to the

events going on around the throne.

Every time the four seraphim cried out “Holy, holy, holy!” all

twenty-four elders responded in their own act of worship. By

their actions, they made their own declaration of the worthi-

ness of the One who sat upon the throne.

The worship of the twenty-four elders was not a simple or a

casual thing. They didn’t nod their heads, or raise a hand or

even shout “Amen!” Their worship was much more involved.

Upon the cry of the seraphim, the elders prostrated them-

selves before God on His throne. That means they laid on the

ground and pressed their faces into the floor (stop for a

moment and try doing that to get a sense of what it feels like). They

took off their golden crowns and cast them before the throne

as an offering. Then they cried out their own hymn of

worship.

The hymn of the elders is instructive. It affirms that all

creation exists by the creative will of God. Because without

God none of it would have existed, all creation must give

back to God whatever glory and honor and power it

possesses.

God only, above all.

DENNIS C STEVENSON JR
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The casting of the crowns at the foot of the throne was a

literal enactment of the praise which they pronounced. They

were putting their words into action.

Stop for a minute and think about what that represents for us

today. We are a part of the creation sustained and empowered

by God. Everything we have and achieve stands upon His

power to make us and give us the abilities we use every day

of our lives.

Every aspect of our lives is a gift from God, enabled by God.

Think about the thing that you are most proud of in yourself.

It’s because of God.

It doesn’t matter if you thought about any wealth or material

possession. Or any intellectual accomplishment. Or even any

relationship or professional achievement.

We did not create any of the skills and abilities which we use

to attain these achievements. They were given as a gift from

God. And as such, the greatest height of our glory is all due

back to Him.

Fundamentally, this cuts to the root of our pride. We are

inclined to take credit for what we do. It’s pleasant to think

that we are something special. It’s nice to believe that we are

responsible for all of the good things we do.

The praise of the twenty-four elders brings us back to reality.

We are simply stewards of what we have been given. We

didn’t create any of our skills. We were given the skills and

developed and honed them so we could use them.

This is true in every area of our lives. Even in our spiritual

life of discipleship, we read that the Spirit of God gives us

gifts which allow us to serve God through His church. These

JESUS ABOVE ALL
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are not things we can take credit for or accomplishments we

can stand upon.

All glory goes back to God.

But wait, there’s more!

John reported that whenever the seraphim gave glory to God,

the twenty-four elders also gave glory. As often as the

seraphim cried “Holy, holy, holy!” the elders prostrated

themselves, cast their crowns and offered their own hymn of

praise.

John tells us that the seraphim never ceased to give praise,

day and night.

This means that the twenty-four elders never ceased to give

their praise as well.

It’s relatively easy to stop once and give praise to God. It’s

quite another thing to do it regularly. It’s something

completely different to make the praise a continuous attitude

that infuses our life.

The twenty-four elders model for us the idea that we are

made by God for His pleasure and glory. Whenever we lose

sight of that we begin to take for ourselves glory which right-

fully belongs to Him.

Our goal as believers in God is not to stop periodically and

say “all glory to God,” although that’s a good thing to do.

Our goal is to live lives that continually give back glory to its

rightful place.

DENNIS C STEVENSON JR
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T H Y  W I L L  B E  D O N E

MATTHEW 6:9-13

Pray then like this:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
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H ave you ever found yourself reciting the Lord’s

Prayer? Do you use it as a model when you don’t

know what to pray?

This simple prayer is probably the best-known prayer in the

Bible. Millions of people around the world know it by heart

and can recite it upon demand.

Did you know that buried in the middle of this prayer is a

nugget of pure gold that can transform our lives into living

sacrifices of praise and glory to God?

Right in the middle of this model prayer, Jesus says “Your

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

When we stop and think about it, this makes a lot of sense.

Of course, God’s will is done in heaven. Heaven is where He

lives. It’s hard to imagine any place more likely for His will to

be done.

Think back over the last two topics. Isaiah and John both had

visions from God, where God showed what was going on

around His throne. In those visions, we have graphic pictures

of how it works in heaven when God shows up in all His

grandeur and glory.

Isaiah showed us the overwhelming and overpowering glory

and majesty of God. Simply being in His presence drove

Isaiah to cry out “Woe is me!” God was so far beyond and

above him that Isaiah could not stand to be in His presence.

John showed us the worshipful response that is due God. No

one is above or beyond this response. If the twenty-four

elders cast their crowns and glory before the throne, then

there is no one who is worthy to do otherwise.

DENNIS C STEVENSON JR
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Now Jesus tells us to pray that God’s will be fully and

completely realized on earth as it is in Heaven, before His

throne.

These visions were not isolated pictures. They are patterns

given to us so we can understand how we ought to rightly

relate to God. They model the worship and the reverence that

we owe God. They remind us of how we ought to live in light

of the greatness of God and His son Jesus Christ.

Are you ready for this?

Are you ready to step into God’s will on earth, where you

live? Are you ready for your life here to be like it is where

God is today?

This is the journey of discipleship that we all walk together.

In the next two stories, we’ll look at a couple of instances of

worship on earth.

JESUS ABOVE ALL
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O N E  G R E A T E R  T H A N  M E

MATTHEW 3:11-17

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who

is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I

am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the

Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his

hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather

his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn

with unquenchable fire.”

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to

be baptized by him. John would have prevented him,

saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come

to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for

thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”

Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized,

immediately he went up from the water, and behold,

the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit

of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on

him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my

beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
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W ho is the biggest person in your life? Whose

word carries the most weight? Is it you? Or is

there someone greater than you?

John the Baptist had his head on straight. He was a man on a

mission, and he refused to be distracted by anything that

came his way.

Seven hundred years earlier, the prophet Isaiah had spoken of

his coming. He was the voice of one crying in the wilderness,

preparing the path of the Lord. His job was to be the setup

man, the opener for the main event.

John knew and understood his role and never lost focus on it.

When the hypocritical scribes and Pharisees showed up to

watch him preach, he burst out angrily saying that they

needed to repent and bear the fruit in their lives in keeping

with repentance. If they didn’t do this, their doom was

sealed.

John knew that it wasn’t up to him to deliver that doom. He

promised that another would come. One much greater than

himself. That One would bring judgment and justice.

John had no words to describe the greatness of the One who

would come after him. All he could do was to draw a compar-

ison with himself. He would not be worthy to carry the

sandals of the One who followed him.

Carrying sandals is not a thing today. It’s not something we

naturally understand. I’m sure that most of us carry our own

shoes.

In John’s day, carrying someone’s sandals was the job of the

lowest slave. In a hot climate like the Middle East, a person’s

DENNIS C STEVENSON JR
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sandals would get dirty and sweaty. They would not be

pleasant to deal with; so the lowest slave would get that job.

John described himself as lower than the lowest slave in rela-

tionship to the One that would come after him.

Despite his humble appearances and rough manner, John was

a man to be reckoned with. He wasn’t an upper-class man,

but of him, Jesus said: “among those born of women there

has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist.” These are

high accolades indeed, coming from Jesus.

Yet even with this greatness that Jesus describes, John

professed himself to be less than a slave in comparison to

Jesus.

John knew his mission, and he did not waiver from it.

A short time later, Jesus came to John to be baptized. John

immediately recognized Him and protested that One so great

should not submit to be baptized by someone as lowly as

himself.

Jesus overruled John, and John baptized Him.

When Jesus came out of the water after being baptized, a

truly amazing thing happened. God responded in all three

aspects of the Trinity. Jesus stood in the water, the Spirit

descended from heaven in the form like a dove and God the

Father spoke His pleasure over the scene.

Where was John in all of this?

We don’t know. Presumably, he was still standing in the

water. But at that moment, he was indeed lowly and did not

matter.

In the face of the greatness of God, all eyes are shifted to God

and away from the mere man standing there, dripping water.

JESUS ABOVE ALL
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Later on, listening to his disciples who resented the limelight

shifting to Jesus, John famously said, “He must increase and I

must decrease.”

John was a man on a mission and he understood his role very

well. His life was not about him, but about the One who was

much greater than he was.

Other than the baptism incident, we don’t see any great

dramatic response from John. But we do know that he under-

stood who Jesus was. He devoted his life in service exactly as

God had laid out for him.

This degree of selflessness is remarkable. But I don’t think

it’s appropriate to even call it selflessness. The issue was

never about John. Despite any fame he might have gained.

Regardless of how many people came to hear him speak and

be baptized.

John was grounded in reality. He knew who he was, and he

knew who Jesus was. Those two facts anchored his life and

gave him purpose and direction.

John’s story might not be dramatic and flashy. But he does

illustrate for us today how critical it is for us to have an accu-

rate understanding of who we are. And we can only under-

stand ourselves in the light of who God is first.

Even when John had everyone’s attention, he pointed all eyes

to Jesus. And when all attention was fixed on Jesus, John

stepped back out of the way and did not try to grab one last

taste of the limelight.

John knew Isaiah 6. He knew that he could never sit high on

a throne and fill the temple. He didn’t try. Instead, he kept

his eyes firmly fixed on the mission assigned to him.

DENNIS C STEVENSON JR
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P

I  G O T T A  D O  S O M E T H I N G !

MATTHEW 17 :1-6

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and

James, and John his brother, and led them up a high

mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured

before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his

clothes became white as light. And behold, there

appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.

And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are

here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for

you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was

still speaking when behold, a bright cloud

overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said,

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well

pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard this,

they fell on their faces and were terrified.

eter, James, and John didn’t have any idea what

they were in for when Jesus told them to follow

him up the mountain. Yes, it was unusual that He left the
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rest of the disciples behind. That should have been a clue,

but they probably weren’t paying attention.

When Jesus’ face started to glow, Peter had to look away

because it hurt his eyes. When he could finally focus again,

two of the greatest heroes of his nation and his faith where

standing there talking to Jesus: Moses the man who spoke to

God and gave his people the Law and Elijah the prophet, who

never died but was caught up to heaven in a chariot of fire.

Something clicked inside Peter. It swelled and grew until he

couldn’t contain it any longer. He had to do something, say

something. The pressure was terrible and demanded relief,

an action of some sort.

But before Peter opens his mouth, let’s step back and take a

deeper look at what is going on.

Peter had been with Jesus for a while now. He walked away

from his fishing business after one conversation with Jesus.

He gave up his ordinary life to be the follower of a wandering

preacher and teacher whose words echoed with the truth.

When they were in the boat and Jesus was standing on the

water and a storm was raging all around them, Peter stepped

out upon his Lord’s request. He actually walked across the

surface of the water before his faith was overwhelmed and he

began to sink. Jesus saved him, pulling him out of the water

while still standing on it.

Just six days earlier, Peter had blurted out the truth that was

in his heart, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Jesus was the Promised One, the Messiah. He seemed

pleased and gave Simon son of Jonah the new name, Peter.
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We might think that Peter knew who Jesus was. In his head,

he had the answers. He knew the stories and the prophecy.

He knew what it meant to say “you are the Christ.”

But he didn’t understand what it meant.

On that mountain, facing Jesus and His divine glory, Peter

was taken to another level.

Jesus was God.

The Author of the Law. The God of Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob. The Creator of the universe.

Inside of Peter, something shifted and changed. Ever the man

of action, he could only stumble ahead and say the first thing

that popped into his head. “Let’s set up a tent, no, let’s set

up three!”

Tents all around. That’s what came out. And more. Peter was

just babbling. Something had changed and he had to respond.

He couldn’t just sit still. He couldn’t.

Jesus, his friend, his rabbi, his companion was truly much

more than Peter thought. Perhaps he never sat down to work

it out. But now he couldn’t avoid seeing it. He couldn’t tear

his eyes away from the wonderful, terrible truth that echoed

throughout his entire being.

Thankfully, Peter was not allowed a free run with his babble.

God the Father spoke from heaven, drowning out his voice

and confirming the truth they were all grasping to fully

comprehend.

Jesus was the Son of God.

Jesus was God!

JESUS ABOVE ALL
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It’s great fun and easy pickings to make fun of Peter the

impetuous disciple. All too often, he serves as the mirror for

us. In him, we find our own fickleness and faithlessness. His

reckless actions and words echo our own. His stubborn

blindness shows up in our everyday lives.

In this story, it’s easy to laugh at Peter the babbler. But we

can’t afford to miss the point that Peter understood every-

thing had changed. When confronted with the bigness of

God’s glory, Peter knew he couldn’t go on as before, as if

nothing had happened.

Of course, Peter chose a poor way to express his newfound

understanding. Running his mouth about setting up tents

wasn’t the right answer.

When God spoke from the cloud, Peter got it right. He fell on

his face right there in the dirt and was terrified.

Just like Isaiah, Peter understood that he had nothing to brag

about before God. In the face of God’s awesome holiness,

Peter’s very life was a disgusting offense and it deserved to

be snuffed out.

Unlike the twenty-four elders in Revelation, Peter hadn’t yet

received the righteousness that Jesus would purchase for him

at the cross. His position before a righteous God was precar-

ious indeed.

Fortunately, Jesus came to him and laid a hand on his

shoulder and said, “Get up. Don’t be afraid.” This day was

not the Day of Judgment.

Peter’s story on the mountain that day shows us something

very important.
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It’s one thing to know who Jesus is, to speak the words that

He is the Promised One, to follow Him and leave everything

behind. But that doesn’t mean we fully understand Him.

When we take away the friendly face and the nail-scarred

hands, behind the flesh Jesus is still God.

He’s the same person filling the temple with His glory. He’s

still sitting on the throne continually receiving the crowns

and hymns of His holiness.

While we may say the Jesus is the friend who sticks closer

than a sibling, that intimacy doesn’t take anything away from

His majesty or His glory or His power.

Peter caught a glimpse of the rest of Jesus. He saw some of

the parts that Jesus voluntarily set aside to be like us. And he

had to do something. Such a wonderful thing could not be

met with indifference or callousness.

So it is for us many years later. It’s easy to focus on the famil-

iar, easy face of Jesus. But we must remember He is so much

more. Like Peter, we long to see the fullness of His glory.

And when we do, we gotta do something!
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I

W H A T  N E X T ?

t all comes down to this. Now that you’ve read

most of this little book, what are you going to

do next?

God is who He is. He’s not going to negotiate with you about

His glory. It’s His. Our place is to recognize Him in the full-

ness of that.

He’s not prideful or greedy for demanding our worship and

our praise. He’s asking for what is rightfully, truthfully, really

His. Our job is to acknowledge Him.

Often we’re too distracted to remember the truth about God.

It’s simply easier to react to Him as if He were a person

like us.

Maybe we’re tired and don’t have the energy for proper

reverence.

Perhaps we’re thinking shallowly and don’t recognize that we

need to see more than the easy and convenient surface.
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However you get there, God receives less than He deserves.

And we both know that is not going to please Him.

What you’ve read in this little book will do you no good if it

remains head-knowledge. It has to go deeper than that. It has

to find a way into your life and start to make a difference.

Very briefly, I want to suggest a few things that could help

you settle into the truth of God’s glory. These are practices

aimed to shift your sense of worship and help you see God in

all His glory with clearer eyes.

These practices do not inherently make you more holy or

more pleasing to God. They are designed to shift your

perception of yourself and God and bring them into align-

ment with the stories we’ve considered.

Pick one or do them all. It’s up to you. Just do something.

Remaining where you are is the worst option of all.

PRACTICE 1 :  SOAK IN THE GLORY OF GOD.

Because we don’t think of kings and thrones very often, these

images are not familiar to us. Set aside time every day for a

week or a month and visualize one of the throne room

scenes. Five or ten minutes ought to be sufficient, but you

might find that over time you want or need more.

Memorize the verses that describe the scene and slowly recite

them to yourself as you create a clear mental picture of the

scene.

Picture yourself in the image and make it as real as you can.

Allow the grandeur and power of the stories to press in on

you and the glory of God to overwhelm you.
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Try sitting or standing or prostrating yourself on the floor in

different postures and see how they impact your perception

of the scene.

I did this for a season using the Isaiah passage. It was

amazing to start my day focusing on the glory of God. After a

time I started to believe I could even smell the smoke in the

temple. God’s glory became much more real and tangible

to me.

I encourage you to try this. Do it for at least seven days in

a row. It will take time to learn how to quiet your mind

and focus on this one thing. Don’t give up too quickly.

Like anything, this kind of exercise takes practice and

training.

A lighter version of this would be to find a song that

expresses some element of these scenes and dedicate a few

minutes every day to listen to the song and lean into the

lyrics

PRACTICE 2:  START GIVING CREDIT

Just as the twenty-four elders in Revelation 4 bowed down

and gave up their own glory, you can do the same.

Start by noticing how often you take credit for things in your

life. Whether it was choosing a good film for movie night or

solving a complex problem at work, we take credit for far

more than we might be aware of.

Once you’ve become aware of your credit taking habit, prac-

tice changing it to give credit to the One who truly deserves

it. You did not create yourself. You did not give yourself the
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intelligence or empathy or perseverance that you enjoy in

your life.

Like the twenty-four elders, you can give that back to God,

where it belongs in the first place.

If you do this enough, you’ll come to realize how little you

are aware of God’s power in your life. It's more than just

saying, “Thanks be to God” when someone offers you a

compliment. This practice requires understanding what God

has given you and how He is the ultimate source of every-

thing good that you do.

This is a very challenging realization. It’s humbling to peel

back the layers of our lives and give away the credit for things

we used to think were solely ours. The ultimate goal is to be

like John the Baptist and say, “I must decrease so He can

increase.”

PRACTICE 3 :  JUST DO SOMETHING

If you find yourself convicted by what you have read, don’t sit

on it. Channel the energy of this conviction into an activity

that expresses the reality of who God is.

Don’t be like Peter and babble about tents. Pick something

more suitable and productive.

Perhaps you need to join a Bible study and spend more time

engaging with God’s word. Maybe you need to step out in

service in an area at your church. Or you could choose some-

thing more personal and commit to reading your Bible regu-

larly or spending daily time in prayer.

The choice is up to you, but make it a good one.
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I firmly believe that when God convicts us He does not leave

us guessing in the dark about what we should do. If there’s

an idea in your head, put it into effect today. Don’t wait.

Regardless of which of the practices you pick, my prayer is

that you would have a grand and accurate view of God and

His glory.

As I promised at the beginning of the book, I’ve put together

a summary of these practices that you can download as a

reminder. Click here to get them for free from my website:

https://www.dennis-stevenson.com/worship.

If you found this book helpful, I’d appreciate a review and

rating from the store where you downloaded the book. Not

only does it tell me you value the effort I’ve put into the

book, it helps future readers get the book with confidence.
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E

D I V E  D E E P E R

___________________

very believer needs three things in their life to grow

spiritually.

1. Understanding of who God is and what He wants

from us.

2. Authentic worship that expresses love and thanks

back to God

3. Daily practices that remind us of #1 and 2.

Without these ingredients, we won’t grow, or we’ll grow spir-

itually lopsided.

If you need to shore up your Christian faith, or have decided

it’s time to invest in spiritual growth, here are some books

that can help.
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UNDERSTANDING WHO GOD IS  AND WHAT HE

WANTS

Study the Bible - Six Easy Steps

This book will do two major things for you. It will show you

an easy Bible study process that doesn’t require a Seminary

degree to master. The second thing is it will lead you through

a guided study. You will see firsthand how the study works

and discover the joy of digging into the Bible and applying

God’s truth to your life.

Along the way I’ll give you insights and tools that will

uncover pure spiritual gold in your personal study time. And

if you sign up for the free workbook, you’ll get even more

tools and resources that will set you up to study your Bible

for the rest of your life.

AUTHENTIC WORSHIP

I hope this little book has given you fresh insight and a

renewed passion for worships.

I Will Sing of My Redeemer

For generations, the great hymns of the Christian faith have

taught churchgoers the essential truths of the gospel.

Through music, they have pointed eyes and hearts toward

God, the cross and the empty tomb.

This book offers a joyful reflection on 52 of the greatest

hymns. From the lyrics of each song, discover the essential

truth of the Bible and find encouragement and focus for

your day.

As Often As You Do It
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Do you know the origins of Christian communion, or the

Lords Supper? For most believers, it’s simply a ritual to

be done

DAILY PRACTICES

I Will Sing of My Redeemer pulls double duty as a devotional

reminder of the gospel. Use the book as weekly inspiration

for an entire year, or kick-start daily devotions over the

course of a couple months.

Miracles: Faith in Action

When God moves, our faith is strengthened and built up.

Examining ten biblical miracles, you will discover how God’s

miraculous actions are intricately linked to our faith.

Miracles reveal our faith

Miracles build our faith

Miracles restore our faith

Suitable for personal devotions or in a small group, this book

will encourage you and challenge your faith to grow stronger.
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A

T H E  S T O R Y  B E H I N D  T H I S

L I T T L E  B O O K

few Sundays ago (as I write this), my eyes were

changed. The way I saw Jesus shifted. It was the

most amazing experience!

I was at church, worshipping in my usual way. It wasn’t bad.

It wasn’t great. I was putting in my normal level of effort.

Then the worship leader began reading the vision of Revela-

tion 4.

It was like I was having the vision for myself. I could see the

throne and hear the thunder and the booming voices of the

Seraphim. I watched in my mind’s eye as the twenty-four

elders cast their crowns and fell on their faces.

I couldn’t get the images out of my head. Throughout the

rest of the service, I couldn’t shake the vision. In fact, it was

joined by others. Isaiah’s vision started playing, and Peter’s

babbling at the transfiguration…

It was all so clear. I had to tell someone.

So I told you.
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I sat down that afternoon and started writing. The words and

images were so powerful and simply had to come out. Most

of what you’ve read was spilled out onto my computer

monitor in one single afternoon because I just couldn’t stop.

My prayer is that you will be similarly gripped by the majesty

and power and glory of God.

I write books for everyday Christians. My goal is to build up

your faith and encourage your service to God. You can learn

more about the books I’ve written on my website at https://

dennis-stevenson.com.

Outside of writing, I design and implement computer soft-

ware. I’ve been in multiple industries and really enjoy the

intellectual and interpersonal challenges it brings.

At the end of the day, though, I’m a writer. I share what I

know so that others can benefit from it. I live in the suburbs

of Phoenix Arizona with my wife of 25+ years and two grow-

ing-up daughters. I’m not getting any younger, but I do hope

to become wiser.

I’d love to connect with you! You can join my fan list on my

website at www.dennis-stevenson.com/stay-in-touch to learn

about more books as they are published.
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