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How to Use This Resource

2

This guide organizes over 200 Bible passages by prayer type and emotional context, so you always have
a place to start — even when you don't know what to say.

Each section corresponds to a chapter in Falling in Love with Prayer: Prayeraphrase, Worship,
Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication. Within each section, passages are grouped by where you
are — anxious, grateful, exhausted, doubting, dry — so you can find the right passage for the right
moment.

You don't have to read it front to back. Turn to the section and category that fits today, read the
passage slowly, and let it become the starting point for your prayer.

Contents
* Scripture for Prayeraphrase
e Scripture for Prayer as Worship
* Scripture for Prayer as Confession
e Scripture for Prayer as Thanksgiving
e Scripture for Prayer as Supplication
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Scripture for Prayeraphrase

*

Passages to pray back to God — read slowly, then speak your life into the words

When You're Anxious or Worried

These passages move directly from the weight of worry toward peace through prayer.

Philippians 4:6-7 — The definitive anxiety passage — moves directly from worry to peace through prayer.
Psalm 46:1-3 — "God is our refuge and strength" — works when the world feels unstable.

Matthew 6:25-27 — Jesus directly addressing worry — very conversational and easy to personalize.
Isaiah 41:10 — "Fear not, for I am with you" — short, direct, deeply reassuring.

Psalm 94:18-19 — "When I said my foot is slipping, your love held me up" — very honest and relatable.

When You Feel Distant from God

For dry seasons — passages that name the longing and point toward the God who is still near.

Psalm 42:1-2 — The deer thirsting for water — one of the most honest expressions of spiritual longing in
Scripture.

Psalm 139:1-10 — Reminds the reader that God is present even when He feels absent.
Lamentations 3:22-23 — "His mercies are new every morning" — works especially after a long dry season.
Romans 8:38-39 — Nothing can separate us from God's love — powerful when distance feels permanent.

James 4:8 — "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you" — short and actionable.

When You're Overwhelmed or Exhausted

When you have nothing left — these passages meet you there.
Matthew 11:28-30 — "Come to me all who are weary" — Jesus speaking directly to exhaustion.

Psalm 23 — The whole psalm works here, especially verses 2-3: "He makes me lie down...he restores my
soul."

Isaiah 40:28-31 — "Those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength" — one of the most beloved
exhaustion passages.

Psalm 62:1-2 — "My soul finds rest in God alone" — short and settles the reader immediately.

2 Corinthians 12:9 — "My grace is sufficient for you" — works when exhaustion meets inadequacy.
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When You've Sinned or Feel Ashamed

Conviction draws us back to God. These passages make that return possible.

Psalm 51:1-12 — David's confession after his deepest failure — the richest confession passage in Scripture.
1John 1:9 — "If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive" — short, direct, reassuring.

Romans 8:1 — "There is therefore now no condemnation" — powerful one-verse reminder.

Psalm 103:8-12 — "As far as the east is from the west" — God's forgiveness in beautiful imagery.

Luke 15:20-24 — The prodigal son's return — works beautifully personalized as a prayer.

When You're Grateful

Thankfulness that has somewhere to go.
Psalm 100 — The classic thanksgiving psalm — short and joyful.

Psalm 136:1 — "Give thanks to the Lord for He is good" — the repeating refrain makes it naturally rhythmic
for prayer.

Ephesians 1:3-8 — Paul's sweeping gratitude for spiritual blessings — rich material to personalize.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 — "Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances."

Psalm 116:1-2 — "I love the Lord because He heard my voice" — deeply personal gratitude.

When You're Grieving or Hurting

God does not ask us to pray through a smile. These passages welcome the real thing.
Psalm 34:18 — "The Lord is close to the brokenhearted" — short and deeply comforting.
Psalm 22:1-5 — "My God, my God why have you forsaken me" — validates the rawest grief honestly.

Romans 8:26-27 — The Holy Spirit intercedes when we don't have words — perfect for when grief silences
prayer.

John 11:35 — "Jesus wept" — the shortest verse in the Bible carries enormous comfort in grief.

Psalm 56:8 — "You have kept count of my tossings, put my tears in your bottle" — God notices every tear.

When You Need Guidance or Wisdom

For decisions large and small — passages that ask God to lead.

Proverbs 3:5-6 — "Trust in the Lord with all your heart" — the foundational guidance passage.
James 1:5 — "If any of you lacks wisdom, ask God" — direct and simple.

Psalm 25:4-5 — "Show me your ways Lord, teach me your paths" — already written as a prayer.
Isaiah 30:21 — "Your ears will hear a voice behind you saying this is the way, walk in it."

Psalm 119:105 — "Your word is a lamp to my feet" — works when the path ahead feels dark.
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When You're Dry and Don't Feel Like Praying

The passages that work when nothing else does — honest, low-pressure, still faithful.

Psalm 63:1 — "O God you are my God, earnestly I seek you, my soul thirsts for you."

Psalm 13:1-3 — David's honest "How long O Lord" — validates the feeling of dryness without shame.
Isaiah 44:3 — "I will pour water on the thirsty land" — God's promise to the spiritually dry.

Psalm 40:1-3 — "I waited patiently for the Lord" — honest about the waiting without losing hope.
Habakkuk 3:17-18 — "Yet I will rejoice in the Lord" — choosing worship despite feeling nothing.

When You Need Reassurance of God's Love

For when love feels abstract or far — these passages make it specific.

Romans 8:38-39 — Nothing can separate us from God's love — sweeping and definitive.
Zephaniah 3:17 — "He will rejoice over you with singing" — God's delight in His people.
Psalm 139:13-16 — "You knit me together in my mother's womb" — deeply personal love.
1John 3:1 — "See what great love the Father has lavished on us."

Jeremiah 31:3 — "I have loved you with an everlasting love" — simple and profound.

When You're Facing Something Scary or Uncertain

Courage that doesn't come from circumstances — it comes from knowing who is with you.

Joshua 1:9 — "Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid" — direct and commanding.

Psalm 27:1 — "The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear."

Isaiah 43:1-2 — "When you pass through the waters I will be with you" — specific about walking through hard
things.

2 Timothy 1:7 — "God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power, love and a sound mind."

Psalm 91:1-2 — "He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High" — strong imagery of protection.

Scripture for Every Prayer  Falling in Love with Prayer ¢ Dennis C Stevenson Jr



Scripture for Prayer as Worship

*

Lift your eyes toward God — read slowly and let the passage shape your words of praise

God's Greatness and Power

For when you want to feel the scale of who you're talking to.

Psalm 93:1-2 — "The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty” — immediate, declarative, sets the tone for worship
instantly.

Isaiah 40:21-26 — God stretching out the heavens, naming the stars — overwhelming sense of scale and
power.

Psalm 29:3-9 — The "voice of the Lord" passage — raw, elemental power expressed through imagery of a
storm.

Nahum 1:3 — "His way is in the whirlwind and the storm" — short and striking.

Job 38:4-7 — God speaking from the whirlwind — humbling and awe-inspiring, great for worship that starts
with smallness.

God's Holiness

The definitive passages for encountering who God actually is.

Isaiah 6:1-3 — Isaiah's vision of God on the throne, the seraphim crying "Holy, holy, holy" — the definitive
holiness passage.

Revelation 4:8-11 — The heavenly worship scene — gives the reader a sense of joining something cosmic.
Psalm 99:1-5 — "Holy is He" repeated — short, rhythmic, naturally becomes prayer.
Habakkuk 1:13 — "Your eyes are too pure to look on evil" — intimate and reverent.

Exodus 15:11 — "Who among the gods is like you, majestic in holiness" — one of the oldest worship
declarations in Scripture.
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God's Love and Compassion

Worship rooted in what God has done rather than what He demands.

Psalm 103:1-5 — "Bless the Lord O my soul" — lists God's benefits in a way that naturally becomes personal
worship.

Romans 5:8 — "While we were still sinners Christ died for us" — worship rooted in the gospel.

1John 4:9-10 — "This is love: not that we loved God but that He loved us" — reorients the reader's
understanding of love entirely.

Psalm 36:5-7 — "Your love reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies" — beautiful imagery of the
scope of God's love.

Ephesians 3:17-19 — Paul's prayer to grasp the width, length, height and depth of Christ's love — already
written as a prayer.

God's Faithfulness

For the days when you need to remember His track record.

Lamentations 3:22-23 — "Great is thy faithfulness" — the hymn source, works powerfully as a worship
passage.

Psalm 89:1-2 — "I will sing of the Lord's great love forever" — declaration of lifelong worship rooted in
faithfulness.

Deuteronomy 7:9 — "Know that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God" — short and declarative.
2 Timothy 2:13 — "If we are faithless He remains faithful" — deeply reassuring worship anchor.

Psalm 119:89-90 — "Your word is eternal, your faithfulness continues through all generations."

Praise and Adoration

Passages already written as worship — easy to pray as-is.

Psalm 145:1-7 — "I will exalt you my God the King" — one of the richest praise psalms, flows naturally into
personal prayer.

Psalm 96:1-4 — "Sing to the Lord a new song" — celebratory and outward-focused.
Psalm 150 — The great doxology psalm — every verse is pure praise.
Revelation 5:12 — "Worthy is the Lamb" — the worship of heaven, short and powerful.

Psalm 34:1-3 — "I will extol the Lord at all times" — personal, continuous, inviting.
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Who God Is to Me Personally

Intimate worship passages — for drawing close rather than declaring from a distance.

Psalm 18:1-2 — "I love you Lord, my strength, my rock, my fortress" — a cascade of personal names for God.
Psalm 23:1 — "The Lord is my shepherd" — the most intimate one-line declaration in Scripture.

Psalm 16:5-6 — "Lord you are my portion...the boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places" —
contentment as worship.

Isaiah 25:1 — "Lord you are my God, I will exalt you" — simple personal declaration.

Psalm 73:25-26 — "Whom have I in heaven but you? Earth has nothing I desire besides you" — profound
personal devotion.

Worship Through Creation
For when you want to worship by reflecting on what God has made.
Psalm 19:1-4 — "The heavens declare the glory of God" — creation as constant worship, very accessible.

Romans 1:20 — "Since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities have been clearly seen” — creation
points to the Creator.

Psalm 104:1-5 — God clothed in light, stretching out the heavens like a tent — rich creation imagery.
Job 26:7-14 — "These are but the outer fringe of his works" — creation as a hint of something far greater.

Psalm 8:1-4 — "When I consider your heavens...what is mankind that you are mindful of them" — wonder and
humility together.

Doxologies

Short bursts of pure praise — perfect for opening a prayer time or when you don't know where else to start.

Romans 11:36 — "For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever.
Amen."

Jude 24-25 — "To him who is able to keep you from stumbling...be glory, majesty, power and authority."

1 Timothy 1:17 — "Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and
ever."

Ephesians 3:20-21 — "Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine" — the
doxology of abundance.

Revelation 7:12 — "Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God
forever."
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Scripture for Prayer as Confession

*

Agree with God about who He is, who you are, and how He calls you to live

Confessing Sin and Asking Forgiveness

Honest acknowledgment of sin and appeal to God's mercy — the traditional territory of confession.

Psalm 51:1-4 — David's confession after his greatest failure — the richest, most honest sin confession in
Scripture.

1John 1:9 — "If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive" — the foundational New Testament
promise.

Psalm 32:3-5 — "When I kept silent my bones wasted away...then I acknowledged my sin."
Isaiah 59:2 — "Your iniquities have separated you from your God" — names the real consequence of sin
plainly.

Luke 18:13 — "God have mercy on me, a sinner" — the shortest and most honest confession in the Gospels.

Confessing Your Need for God

Confession as agreeing with God that you need Him — not just for forgiveness, but for everything.

John 15:5 — "Apart from me you can do nothing" — Jesus' own words about human dependence.
Psalm 121:1-2 — "Where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord."

2 Corinthians 3:5 — "Not that we are competent in ourselves...our competence comes from God."

Proverbs 3:5-6 — "Lean not on your own understanding" — the instruction to depend on God rather than
self.

Psalm 40:17 — "I am poor and needy; may the Lord think of me."

Confessing Who God Is

Agreement with God about His own character — confession that looks outward toward God rather than inward.

Psalm 86:15 — "You, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness."

Nehemiah 9:6 — "You alone are the Lord...you give life to everything."
Deuteronomy 4:39 — "The Lord is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other."
Isaiah 45:5-6 — "I am the Lord, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God."

Romans 10:9 — "If you declare with your mouth Jesus is Lord...you will be saved" — the original Christian
confession.

Scripture for Every Prayer  Falling in Love with Prayer ¢ Dennis C Stevenson Jr



Confessing Weakness and Dependence

Agreeing with God that you are finite — and that His strength is made perfect in that weakness.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 — "When [ am weak, then I am strong" — Paul's counterintuitive discovery about
weakness.

Psalm 22:14-15 — "I am poured out like water...my strength is dried up" — raw honest confession of complete
depletion.

Isaiah 64:6 — "All our righteous acts are like filthy rags" — agreement that our best efforts fall short without
Him.
Romans 7:18-19 — "I know that good itself does not dwell in me...what I want to do I do not do."

Psalm 73:21-22 — "When my heart was grieved...I was senseless and ignorant” — honest confession of a
wrong perspective.

Confessing and Surrendering Your Will to God's

Agreeing that His way is better than yours and surrendering your plans to His purpose.

Matthew 26:39 — "Yet not as [ will, but as you will" — Jesus in Gethsemane, the ultimate model of
surrendered will.

Luke 1:38 — "I am the Lord's servant...may your word to me be fulfilled" — Mary's surrender.
Proverbs 19:21 — "Many are the plans in a person's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that prevails."
Psalm 40:8 — "I desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart."

Romans 12:1-2 — "Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice...be transformed by the renewing of your mind."

Confessing Faith in the Face of Doubt

Holding faith and honesty together — without pretending.

Mark 9:24 — "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief" — the most honest prayer of faith and doubt held
together in Scripture.

Psalm 42:5 — "Why, my soul, are you downcast?...Put your hope in God" — talking yourself back to faith.

Lamentations 3:21-23 — "Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope" — choosing to confess what is
true when feelings say otherwise.

Job 13:15 — "Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him" — radical confession of faith under extreme pressure.

Habakkuk 2:4 — "The righteous person will live by his faithfulness."
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Confessing God's Promises Over Your Situation

Standing in prayer on what God has already said is true.

Joshua 21:45 — "Not one of all the Lord's good promises to Israel failed.”

2 Corinthians 1:20 — "No matter how many promises God has made, they are Yes in Christ."
Numbers 23:19 — "God is not human, that he should lie...does he speak and then not act?"
Isaiah 55:11 — "My word that goes out from my mouth will not return to me empty."

Psalm 119:49-50 — "Remember your word to your servant, for you have given me hope...your promise
preserves my life."

Prayers of Surrender and Submission

The practical outworking of confessing God's will — what daily surrender actually looks like.

James 4:7 — "Submit yourselves, then, to God" — the direct command that underlies all surrender prayer.
Psalm 37:5 — "Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this."

Proverbs 16:3 — "Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans."

1 Peter 5:6-7 — "Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand...cast all your anxiety on him."

Isaiah 26:3-4 — "You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you."
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Scripture for Prayer as Thanksgiving

*

Move from noticing God's goodness to responding to it

Thanking God for Who He Is

Character-based gratitude — for when you want to thank God not for what He has done but for who He is.
Psalm 106:1 — "Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever."
Psalm 107:1-2 — "Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story" — gratitude that spills into testimony.

Nahum 1:7 — "The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble" — thanksgiving rooted in God's character during
hard times.

1 Chronicles 16:34 — "Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good" — the oldest recorded corporate thanksgiving
in Scripture.

Psalm 135:3 — "Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; sing praise to his name, for that is pleasant.”

Thanking God for What He Has Done

Action-based gratitude — for His specific acts in your life and in history.

Psalm 40:5 — "Many, Lord my God, are the wonders you have done, the things you planned for us."
Psalm 111:2-4 — "Great are the works of the Lord...glorious and majestic are his deeds."

Psalm 77:11-12 — "I will remember the deeds of the Lord...I will meditate on all your mighty deeds."

Deuteronomy 8:2 — "Remember how the Lord your God led you" — thanksgiving through looking back at the
journey.

Isaiah 12:4-5 — "Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name...for he has done glorious things."

Thanking God in Difficult Circumstances

For when gratitude doesn't come naturally — these passages model thanksgiving in spite of difficulty.
1 Thessalonians 5:18 — "Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus."

Habakkuk 3:17-18 — "Though the fig tree does not bud...yet I will rejoice in the Lord" — choosing gratitude
when nothing is going right.

Philippians 4:11-12 — "I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances” — gratitude as a learned
practice.

James 1:2-4 — "Consider it pure joy whenever you face trials" — reframes difficulty as something to be
grateful for.

Romans 5:3-5 — "We also glory in our sufferings because suffering produces perseverance."
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Thanking God for Salvation and the Gospel

The deepest gratitude — rooted in what Christ has done, available on even the hardest days.

2 Corinthians 9:15 — "Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift" — Paul's one-line summary of gospel
gratitude.

Romans 6:17-18 — "Thanks be to God that...you have been set free from sin" — gratitude for freedom.
Ephesians 2:4-5 — "Because of his great love for us, God...made us alive with Christ."
Colossians 1:12-14 — "Giving joyful thanks to the Father who has qualified you...who has rescued us."

1 Peter 1:3-4 — "Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has given us new birth."

Thanking God for Provision

For when you want to thank God for meeting your daily needs — material, spiritual, and everything in between.

Matthew 6:11 — "Give us today our daily bread" — the Lord's Prayer's provision request, easily turned into
thanksgiving.

Psalm 23:1 — "The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing" — the definitive provision declaration.

Philippians 4:19 — "My God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus."

Psalm 84:11 — "The Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor; no good thing does he
withhold."

Deuteronomy 8:10 — "When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God."

Thanking God for Community and Relationships

A dimension of thanksgiving many people overlook — thanking God for the people He has placed in your life.

Philippians 1:3-5 — "I thank my God every time I remember you" — Paul's model of thanking God for specific
people.

Romans 1:8 — "First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you."
1 Corinthians 1:4 — "I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus."
Psalm 133:1 — "How good and pleasant it is when God's people live together in unity."

3 John 1:3-4 — "It gave me great joy when some believers came and testified about your faithfulness."

Passages That Call Us to Thanksgiving

Invitations and instructions to give thanks — for when you need a nudge to start.

Psalm 100:4 — "Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise.”
Colossians 3:15-17 — "Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts...and be thankful."
Colossians 4:2 — "Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful."
Hebrews 12:28 — "Let us be thankful and so worship God acceptably.”

Psalm 50:14 — "Sacrifice thank offerings to God, fulfill your vows to the Most High."
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Personal Declarations of Gratitude

Already written in first person — easy to pray as-is with little or no modification.

Psalm 9:1-2 — "I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart...I will be glad and rejoice in you."
Psalm 30:11-12 — "You turned my wailing into dancing...I will praise you and not be silent."

Psalm 118:21 — "I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation."

Psalm 138:1-2 — "I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart...I will bow down toward your holy temple."

Lamentations 3:22-24 — "Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed...therefore I will wait for

"

him.
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Scripture for Prayer as Supplication

*

Bring your specific needs to God — not as a last resort, but as an act of trust

God Invites Us to Ask
For anyone who feels like a burden bringing requests to God — these passages show that asking is commanded.
Matthew 7:7-8 — "Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be opened."

John 16:24 — "Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy
will be complete."

Philippians 4:6 — "In every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God."

1John 5:14-15 — "This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his
will, he hears us."

James 4:2 — "You do not have because you do not ask God."

God Hears Our Prayers

Reassurance for anyone who has wondered whether their prayers are reaching God at all.

Psalm 34:15 — "The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are attentive to their cry."
Psalm 116:1-2 — "I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy."

1 Peter 3:12 — "The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer."
Psalm 66:19-20 — "God has surely listened and has heard my prayer."

Isaiah 65:24 — "Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear."

Asking with Confidence

Passages that ground boldness in Christ, not in personal worthiness.

Hebrews 4:16 — "Let us then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive
mercy."

Ephesians 3:12 — "In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence."

Romans 8:15 — "The Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, Abba,
Father."

1John 3:21-22 — "If our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him
anything we ask."

Psalm 5:3 — "In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait
expectantly.”
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Persisting in Prayer

Encouragement to keep asking when answers don't come quickly — persistence framed as faithfulness.

Luke 18:1-8 — The parable of the persistent widow — Jesus' explicit teaching that we should pray and not
give up.

Luke 11:5-10 — The parable of the friend at midnight — persistence in asking, ending with "ask and it will be
given."

Romans 12:12 — "Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer."

Colossians 4:2 — "Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful" — devotion implies sustained
practice.

Psalm 40:1 — "I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry."

Praying Specifically
Passages that model and encourage detailed requests — God is not honored by vague prayers.

Nehemiah 1:4-11 — Nehemiah's detailed, specific prayer for Jerusalem — one of the best models of specific
supplication in Scripture.

2 Kings 20:1-6 — Hezekiah's specific prayer for healing — God responds to a specific personal request in a
specific way.

Acts 12:5 — "The church was earnestly praying to God for him" — praying specifically for a specific person in
a specific situation.

Matthew 6:11 — "Give us today our daily bread" — Jesus modeling specific, present-tense, practical asking.

Psalm 17:6 — "I call on you, my God, for you will answer me; turn your ear to me and hear my prayer."

Praying for Others

Intercession — asking God on behalf of someone else, one of the most powerful forms of supplication.

1 Timothy 2:1 — "Petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people.”

Ephesians 6:18 — "Pray in the Spirit on all occasions...always keep on praying for all the Lord's people."
James 5:16 — "The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective."

Colossians 1:9-10 — Paul's specific intercessory prayer for the Colossians — a model of praying for someone
else's spiritual growth.

Romans 15:30 — "I urge you, brothers and sisters...to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me."
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When God's Answer Is Different Than Expected

For anyone who stopped praying because they asked and felt unheard.

Isaiah 55:8-9 — "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways."
2 Corinthians 12:8-9 — Paul's thorn in the flesh — asked three times for removal, received grace instead.
Romans 8:28 — "We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him."

Psalm 22:2 — "I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, but I find no rest" — honest acknowledgment
that sometimes God feels silent.

John 11:4-6 — Jesus delayed deliberately when Lazarus was sick — God's timing is purposeful even when it
feels like absence.

Praying in Jesus' Name
The authority and basis on which we bring every request — a declaration of who makes our access to God possible.
John 14:13-14 — "I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son."

John 15:16 — "I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit...then the Father will give
you whatever you ask in my name."

John 16:23 — "My Father will give you whatever you ask in my name."

Hebrews 7:25 — "He is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives
to intercede for us."

Romans 8:34 — "Christ Jesus who died...is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us."
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You don’t need to have all the answers. Your first prayer could simply be,
“God, show me where this is an issue in my life,
and give me the strength to follow You.”

dennis-stevenson.com
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